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MAIA project: partners
• Wageningen University, The Netherlands
• Leibniz Universität Hannover, Germany
• National Institute of Geophysics, Geodesy and Geography - Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, 

Bulgaria
• Finnish Environment Institute, Finland
• Universidad Rey Juan Carlos, Spain
• University of Patras, Greece
• National Statistical Institute of Bulgaria, Bulgaria
• Norwegian Institute for Nature Research, Norway
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• BFN, Germany
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THE SEEA FRAMEWORK: Integrating 
environmental & economic information

▪ SEEA = System of Environmental Economic 
Accounts to measure the contributions of 
ecosystems to economic activity; 

▪ Connected to the System of National Accounts: 
economic statistics

▪ Includes physical and monetary information
• DEM, soils, hydrology, land cover, vegetation 

type, crop production, ecosystem use, values 
of services and assets, ecosystem users

▪ Information in the form of maps and tables



THE ECOSYSTEM  ACCOUNTS
Core accounts
▪ Ecosystem extent;
▪ Condition;
▪ Ecosystem services supply and use;
▪ Monetary ecosystem assets

Thematic accounts

▪ Dealing with aspects such as land, 
water, carbon and biodiversity

Source figures: UNSD

Framework and detailed guidelines 
(‘Technical Recommendations for SEEA 
EEA’) are available



PHYSICAL AND MONETARY MODELS FOR 
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES

Physical data

Supply and use (monetary)

Monetary data

Supply and use (physical)



MAIA 
accounts to 
be produced



MAIA: viewer

Multi lingual support

Baselayers



MAIA project: the ecosystem  accounts

Mapping and Assessment for Integrated ecosystem Accounting (MAIA) 



APPLICATIONS OF THE ECOSYSTEM 
ACCOUNTING APPROACH

▪ Monitoring changes in natural capital and use of NC over 
time 

▪ Identifying areas, ecosystem types or ecosystem services 
under threat

▪ Understanding the dependence of economic actors and 
activities on ecosystems

▪ Understanding the contribution of ecosystems to the 
economy and the economic implications of ecosystem 
change

▪ As a ready-to-use database for scenario analysis, 
designing policies, analysing policy effects, etc.



• Identify state-of-play, gaps in, barriers/bottlenecks to and opportunities 
for enhanced private and public sector coherence on NCA.

• Gather business experience of the use of effective methodologies and 
datasets in NCA to stimulate use of these methodologies and datasets in 
business decision-making.

• Strengthen coherence between the private and public sectors on NCA and 
related assessments

NCA in the public-private sector



Mapping & Assessment for Integrated ecosystem 
Accounting
http://maiaportal.eu/
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